	
	
	



Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) for the 	Comment by Breanne Van Dyne: @Ally Abbatangelo can we group the questions under headings to make it easier to navigate? Like "funding", "data", etc.
Nevada State Opioid Response (SOR 4) Funding Application
(Last Updated: 10/01/24)

Application Information and Process

What is the purpose of the Nevada State Opioid Response (SOR) Funding?

The SOR Program is designed to combat the opioid and stimulant crises in Nevada by providing funding to support prevention, treatment, recovery and harm reduction efforts. The funding aims to expand access to evidence-based treatment, improve the quality of care for individuals with opioid use disorder (OUD) and stimulant use disorder (StimUD), and enhance efforts to prevent overdose incidents.

Who is eligible to apply for SOR funding?

Eligible applicants include:
· Nevada-Based Government Agencies: County health departments, city governments, state agencies, and other local government entities.
· Community-Based Organizations: Nonprofit organizations, community health centers, substance use treatment providers, tribal entities, and other community-based organizations.
· Healthcare Providers: Hospitals, clinics, and healthcare systems.
· Coalitions and Partnerships: Collaborative efforts involving multiple stakeholders, including government agencies, healthcare providers, community organizations, and advocacy groups.
· For-Profit Entities: Businesses and organizations operating within Nevada that can demonstrate a commitment to addressing the opioid and stimulant crisis through harm reduction, treatment, prevention, or recovery services.

What is the project period?

The project period runs from January 1, 2025, through September 29, 2027. However, your initial budget should cover expenses from January 1, 2025, through September 29, 2025. Budgets will need to be resubmitted annually for each subsequent year of the project.

What is the Letter of Interest (LOI) and when is it due?

Entities interested in applying for funding are required to submit a short Letter of Interest (LOI) by October 1, 2024. The LOI should include the name of your organization, contact information, the areas of focus your project addresses (Prevention, Treatment, Recovery, Harm Reduction), the project period dates, and the estimated funding request for Year 1 of the project. The LOI helps the Nevada State Opioid Response Program anticipate application volume and provide tailored guidance to potential applicants.

How do I submit my application, and when is the deadline?

Complete applications must be submitted electronically via email to Nevada SOR Section Manager Breanne Van Dyne (bvandyne@health.nv.gov) and Nevada SOR Unit Supervisor Ally Abbatangelo (aabbatangelo@health.nv.gov) by October 15, 2024. Late applications are not guaranteed funding during this budget period. However, they may be considered for inclusion in an application pool for potential funding opportunities at a later time, subject to the availability of funds and the priorities of the program.  

Who should I contact if I have questions about the application process?

For any questions regarding the application process, please contact:
· Breanne Van Dyne, Nevada SOR Section Manager, bvandyne@health.nv.gov
· Ally Abbatangelo, Nevada SOR Unit Supervisor, aabbatangelo@health.nv.gov

Will there be an informational webinar about the SOR funding application process? (updated 9/24/24)

Yes, an informational webinar was held on Tuesday, September 17, 2024, at 1:00 PM (PST). The webinar provided an overview of the SOR 4 application requirements and offer an opportunity for potential applicants to have their questions answered. 

The recording has been posted on the Nevada SOR webpage.

If we want to fund out multiple projects from different entities but the projects are in collaboration and geared towards a similar goal, do we need to submit separate applications? (added 9/18/24)

Either works for us. This would depend on your organization’s preference, goals, and capacity. You’re welcome to submit two different applications for two separate initiatives, or you can group them together as part of one comprehensive initiative or project. Approval is not “all or nothing.” There are some things we will choose to fund, and then components of a singular application that we may not be able to fund.

Can we apply for SOR 4 funding if we’re currently going for the SOR 3 No Cost Extension (NCE) and we want to apply for additional opportunities that are not funded under SOR 3 NCE? (added 9/27/24)

Yes. However, we will open the RFA process back up next spring/summer for current SOR 3 NCE sub awardees (and potentially to the broader public, pending funding availability) to apply for SOR 4 funding for the award period of September 30, 2025 - September 29, 2027.


Can we request additional funding if needed at the end of SOR 4 Year 1 (9/29/24)? (added 9/18/24)

Yes. Annual budget amendments must be completed regardless and can include revisions to budget and scope.

Will funding continue past September 29, 2027? (added 9/18/24)

As long as there is an opioid and stimulant crisis, we can be relatively assured there will be a SOR 5. However, we won’t know until the announcement is made at the federal level.  

If we miss the application deadline this year, can we apply next year? (added 9/18/24)

Yes, we will most likely open up another RFA opportunity for SOR 4 funds next spring or summer for the project period September 30, 2025- September 29, 2027.

Can we serve multiple priority populations? For example, could we serve justice involved individuals, and young adults (25-34)?  (added 9/18/24)

Yes.

Is there cost sharing or matching requirements for this funding, if awarded? (added 9/18/24)

No. 

If we have different funding streams, do they need to be separated by different grants? Can foundations be lumped into one category? (added 9/18/24)

The funding streams would need to be separated by different grants. Foundations can be lumped into one category.

Can you provide an example of what a funding map should look like visually? (Added 9/30/24)

Here’s a visual representation of a potential funding map. It includes a horizontal bar chart illustrating the funding sources your organization receives, along with their respective amounts. Below the chart, a table provides additional details, including the duration of each funding stream and the specific activities covered by each source. We'd want you to further breakdown the names of these funding sources and specific project activities or costs covered by each funding stream. This format helps clarify how different funding streams contribute to the overall project.
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More information regarding the funding map and what we're asking you to include can be found on the SOR 4 Application, as well.
 
Is the funding map a separate document, or should it be inputted onto the "Budget Summary" tab? (added 10/1/24)

The funding map is separate from the budget summary.
Is it required to be a SAPTA certified organization to qualify for this grant?  (added 10/4/24)

Yes, if you intend to provide treatment or recovery housing services.

General Requirements

What is a Funding Map, and why is it required?

A Funding Map visually represents all current and anticipated sources of funding for your project. It should show how SOR funds will be used alongside other funding sources without supplanting existing funds. The Funding Map ensures compliance with federal funding requirements by clearly illustrating that SOR funds are used to expand rather than replace existing resources.

What should be included in the Sustainability Plan?

Your Sustainability Plan should outline strategies for maintaining the project’s activities and impacts beyond the grant period. This includes identifying potential funding sources, building community partnerships, and enhancing organizational capacity to sustain efforts after the grant ends.

Is there a requirement for organizations to have prior experience before applying for funding?

Yes, SAMHSA requires that each mental health or substance use disorder prevention, treatment, harm reduction or recovery support organization must have at least two years of experience providing relevant services as of July 1, 2024. This requirement ensures that organizations have a proven track record in delivering services before receiving SOR funding.

Does the experience requirement: “two years of relevant service delivery service by July 2024” apply to the organization as a whole, or individual staff members? (added 9/24/24)

If the individual leading the mental health/substance use disorder prevention, treatment, and recovery support project has two or more years of relevant experience specific to the project’s focus, the experience requirement is considered met.

Is there a minimum or maximum budget requirement? (added 9/4/24)

No, all projects will be considered so long as the program and budget parameters are aligned with what is outlined in the RFA announcement.

What are the requirements for incentives we can provide in contingency management programs? (updated 9/24/24)

In SAMHSA’s guidance (SAMHSA State Opioid Response Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO)) under “Funding Limitations and Restrictions” it states: “Funds may not be used to make direct payments to individuals to enter treatment or continue to participate in prevention or treatment services (See 42 U.S.C. § 1320a-7b). 
Note: A recipient or treatment or prevention provider may provide up to $30 noncash incentive to individuals to participate in required data collection follow-up. This amount may be paid for participation in each required follow-up interview. For programs including contingency management as a component of the treatment program, clients may not receive contingencies totaling more than $75 per budget period. The incentive amounts may be subject to change.”

There is also more information regarding requirements listed under “Appendix B- Contingency Management” in the NOFO.

The SOR4 RFA on the DPBH site indicates to email application to the two of you. Does this mean that our organization must still be registered adequately with the following:
 1.1) System for Award Management (SAM); 
1.2) Grants.gov; and 
1.3) eRA Commons.  (added 10/4/24)

Yes, applicants will need to have an EIN, UEI and will also need to register as a vendor with the State of Nevada Controllers Office. We will be flexible with applicants who are working through updating/reactivating their SAM registration or enrolling as a State of Nevada vendor. However, you are not required to be registered with eRACommons.



Allowable and Unallowable Expenses

What activities can be funded under the SOR grant?

Eligible projects may include, but are not limited to:

· Broadening Access to Naloxone
· Increasing Use of Medications to Treat OUD
· Expanding Access to Evidence-Based Treatment for StimUD
· Providing Treatment and Supports During Pregnancy and Postpartum
· Expanding Services for Neonatal Opioid Withdrawal Syndrome
· Supporting Warm Handoff Programs and Recovery Services
· Enhancing OUD and StimUD Treatment in Correctional Facilities
· Enriching Prevention Strategies
· Expanding of Harm Reduction Programs
· Developing Partnerships with Social Service Agencies
· Addressing Workforce Shortages
· Increasing Education Opportunities for Behavioral Health Professionals 
· Providing Culturally Competent Care   
· Increasing MOUD for Youth and Prevention Programs
· Reducing Infectious Diseases Closely Associated with Opioid and/or Stimulant Use Through Enhanced Services
· Increasing Opioid and/or Stimulant-Focused Public Awareness Campaigns
· Supporting Rural Community Initiatives Related to Opioid and/or Stimulant Use
· Supporting Successful Reentry for Justice-Involved Individuals with OUD and/or StimUD
· Integrating Forensic Peers into Carceral Setting to Support Individuals with OUD and/or StimUD
· Bolstering Peer Recovery Support Specialist Work

Can we use funding to provide withdrawal management, residential and outpatient services? (added 9/18/24)

SOR funding may be used to support residential and outpatient services for uninsured individuals (so long as the provider demonstrates that they are working to help individuals enroll in Medicaid or a third-party insurance provider) and non- U.S. citizens. SOR funding may not be used to cover the costs of services reimbursable by insurance.

Withdrawal management will be reimbursable through SOR until the updates to ASAM (American Society of Addiction Medicine) are made throughout our funding and Nevada Medicaid.
	Comment by Breanne Van Dyne: @Ally Abbatangelo can you update this to reflect what's outlined as allowable in the SAMHSA SOR 4 NOFO? SOR funding can't cover all harm reduction items (condoms, nicotine cessation items, etc.).	Comment by Ally Abbatangelo: The NOFO outlines this link as allowable harm reduction supplies on pg 14. 
Are harm reduction supplies an allowable expense? (added 9/18/24)

Yes. A comprehensive list of allowable harm reduction supplies and services can be found on SAMHSA’s website: Harm Reduction | SAMHSA. Syringes are not included in the list of what’s allowable.

Are stipends allowable? If so, can the salary be provided up front? (added 9/18/24)

We cannot provide stipends. However, we can reimburse at an hourly rate for time spent on work towards allowable activities. 

Can funding be used towards after school activities? (added 9/18/24)

We can fund prevention activities related to opioid and stimulant use. It would need to be specific to opioid and/or stimulant use activities.

Are mobile computers and hot spots and allowable expense for program support? (added 9/18/24)

Yes. 

Can funding be requested to cover a portion of the salary for an existing staff member? (added 9/18/24)

Yes, you may pay for a portion of an individual's salary who's being paid, in part, through another funding source. You'd list their total salary on the budget template under personnel and indicate their level of effort percentage for this project.
	Comment by Breanne Van Dyne: @Ally Abbatangelo can you add the date the new question was added in red next to it (see Q 15 as an example)? That way, people know what's new.
What are the unallowable expenses and activities for SOR grant funds?

Unallowable expenses and activities include:

· Supplanting existing state or local funds.
· Lobbying and advocacy efforts.
· Major construction and capital improvements (with some exceptions for minor renovations).
· Direct payments or cash incentives to service recipients, except as part of an approved contingency management program.
· Costs related to entertainment, food, and beverages (unless specifically approved).
· Expenses related to fines, penalties, or legal fees.
· Services reimbursable by other programs such as Medicaid or private insurance.
· Fundraising activities.
· Goods or services for personal use of the grantee’s employees.
· Repayment of debts or interest on outstanding debts.
· 
Note: This list is not exhaustive. For more information, please consult the SAMHSA State Opioid Response Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO) or contact the Nevada SOR Team.

Could this grant pay for treatment (withdrawal management/residential/outpatient) for those whose insurance will not cover the level of care needed?  (added 9/18/24)

No, not if it’s an under-insured individual. Funds can only be used if someone does not have insurance (pending support is being provided to enroll individuals in Medicaid or a third-party insurance), or they are an undocumented person in the US. 


Could funds be utilized to cover housing for those who have no housing and need housing to participate in treatment and reenter into society? (added 9/18/24)
We're working to develop a program internally specific to the administration of housing and utility supports; at this time, we are awaiting SAMHSA guidance for implementation. Until we have that plan in place, we wouldn't be able to cover housing costs. It's a high priority for the program; we'll keep community partners and SOR 4 applicants updated.

Are rental costs for leasing a facility to provide services out of allowable? (added 9/18/24)

Most rent is encompassed by indirect. Otherwise, it would have to be cost allocated based on the services provided there specifically related to stimulant and opioid use activities.

Is a planning period allowed for enhancing evidence-based practices, training or hiring staff, and participant recruitment? If so, how many months are allowable after January 1, 2025? (added 10/1/24)

Yes. the project is considered to have started (and is billable) during the planning period. This would include the recruitment and hiring of personnel and participants.
If CCNN does not bill Medicaid providers for peer support services, can salaries for those positions be covered by the grant? (added 10/1/24)
Yes.

Can we make updates to reflect the updated de minimis rate of up to 15% as of October 1, 2024? (added 10/1/24)
Yes.

Is there a limit on indirect costs? (added 10/4/24)
No indirect cost limit. If it's above the 15% di minimis rate, we'll just need your most recent ICRP Approval Letter with the federally approved indirect rate.  

We would like guidance on incorporating stipends for vocational training and career certifications. Would you recommend adding this to our Year 1 preliminary budget, or can it be included in the Year 2 and Year 3 budgets if it is not included in Year-1? (added 10/1/24)

SOR 4 funding doesn't allow for the reimbursement of stipends; we could support training costs, but not the cost of any continuing education credits, certification fees or licensing fees. If you have some specific training activities in mind, send them our way and we can review and provide more specific guidance.

Do you have preferred training providers? (added 10/1/24)

No. 

Would funds be allowable for additional staffing as it relates to bilingual specialists, Peer-Support, and case managers as it relates solely OUD and StimUD?   (added 10/4/24)

Yes.


Government Performance and Results Act (GPRA)

What are the requirements for GPRA data collection and reporting?

All entities providing treatment and recovery services under the SOR grant are required to collect and report Government Performance and Results Act (GPRA) data. This data must be collected at intake, six-month follow-up, and discharge, and entered into SAMHSA’s Performance Accountability and Reporting System (SPARS) within 7 days of collection. Recipients must achieve an 80% follow-up rate and submit quarterly program-level reports.

Is GPRA data collection required for treatment or recovery services provided in carceral settings?
 
Due to the short duration of most stays in jail settings, GPRA data collection is not required. However, GPRA data collection will still be required in prison settings, as the duration of stay is longer and doesn't pose the same time constraints.

	Comment by Breanne Van Dyne: @Ally Abbatangelo  I think this can be removed; it's answered in question 10. Also, GPRA is used to collect client-level data for both treatment and recovery services
Warm Handoff Programs

Would a child welfare program be considered a warm handoff program? (added 9/18/24)

Yes. Organizations which connect individuals with services between settings would constitute a warm hand off.

Would a treatment agency who connects individuals with continuity of case management with sober living be considered a warm hand off program?  (added 9/18/24)

Yes. 
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